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But we wi!l give our ſelves continually to 
Prayer, and to the Miniftry of the 
Word, Ads VE. 4. 


N order to ſerve God #»to the ſaving of the Soul, and to 
continue and Perfevere in Godlineſs and welldoing un- 
ro our Lives End, Ir is neceflary to keep ſtill unto the 

Ordinances of Religion; I do mean, the ſeveral Ads and 
Parrs of Worſhip, as Prayer, Hearing the Word, Baptiſmand 
the Lords Swpper,as they are uſed in the reformed Churches, 
By the Congregations and Aſſemblies of Gods People, hs 


$1 Worſhip him in Spirit and in Trath. 


The neceſſity of keeping ſtill unto them; In order to 
make a concinuing and perſevering work of it, will hence 
appear, becauſle 1t 1s certain that each of us, and every one 
of us ſhall ſo long Perſevere in the Worſhip and Service of 
the Lord, according as we ule the means of Perſeverance. 
Now thele Ordinances are the means of Grace and Perfe- 
yverance, which laſt is a well grounded Hope of Glory. 

Suppoſe a Man who hath been many years advancing in 


' the Chriſtian Life, another 44/0», an Old Diſciple, who 


hath come up to the higher arcainments of Chriſtianity,and 
ſome degrees towards Perfe&ion, ( for this is the meaning 
of thar Commandment of Chriſt unto his followers, Be 3e 
Perfetf, even as your Father which is in Heaven is Perfett ; 
That we ſhould fill endeavour and make towards Per- 
fetion, alchough it is impoſſible for Man here in the Body 
fo be ſo perfe& as God is. Suppoſe one that were Dead to 
fin and mortified to wordly AﬀeQtions, Who hath all faith 
and all Knowledge of Spiritual things 3 If this Perſon 
fhould , as he might if he would, but God forbid 
that any one ſhould make the Experiment, Negle& for 
ſome while to offer up any Prayer at all, hearing of _ 
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ing of the word, he would have no conſideration cf his 
ways, nor adnurt any tho:!ghts of God, bur he leads ſuch 
a kind of uvfe, as the wicked, fenſual, wordly and ungodly 
Man Goth for a Week or a Month together ; Even this for- 
mer.y Godly and Gracious Sout would become ſuch an one 
mimniels, as the other 1s hardened, ſtupid, backward, unaf- 
{eftcd, and in a manner Reprobate to every gocd word 
anci work. 

Aad my People are beiit to back fliding from me, Ho. 11: 
7. For there: is a deceicfulnels of Heart, and Corruption 
of Nature from w:thin, and alſo the FTemptattons trom 
withour ( as all things are fuli cf Temptarion ) which 
would ſoon betray us into fin and forgettulneſs of God, 
unleſs prevented by thote Means and Ordinances which 
himſelf hath inſtituted. Whar the Apoſtle faith in ano- 
ther caſe may be applicable unto this. For the San is uo 
ſeoner riſen with a barning heat, but it withereth the Graſs 
and the Flower thereof fageth, azd the Grace of the faſhion of 
it Perijheth. So likewiſe ſhouid we be apt to fade away, 
even 1n our Good ways. For the manttold Sollicitations 
and Objects of the World, that Men pleating, the Allure- 
ments of Company, are all apr to draw or turn afide from 
God and the thing that Good is : But the keeping fil] un- 
to the Ordinances of Religion, doth remind and bring us 
unto them again, which if we did not reſort unto, 047 
Back ſlidings world be increaſed, till they did come toan 
litter and hnal Apoſtacy, as we may perceive by the Work- 
ing and Tendcncics cf vur own fleſhy and corrupt Nature, 


as allo from the many Enfamples of others, who have For-! 


ſahen God and Loved this preſent World, 

It can hardly be expreiJed how averſe Mans Nature is un- 
to God, and to the things of his Kingd»m 3; how hard it 
is, to cleave unto him with full purtoſe of Heart, according 
as he requires, and how eaſy it 1s to fall away and turn a- 


fide. Ic was juſt now quoted what God faith in Hoſea, | 


ty Perple are bent to Backſliding : He doth not there ſo 
mi.ch mean the finners and. ungodly, but his Saints and 
Servants. My People have a Proneneis and Liableneſs un- 
to this thing ct Back ſlidiag. Look within your elves as 


ye read ti;is, and do ye not perceive ſomewhat thereof 1 | 
your own ſelves. Which the word of God doth mention | 
and take notice of, 1n order to Caution and Arm yer! 
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minds againſt the ſame. For 1ſrael (that is a word, fign- 
fying his own People again ) Slideth back as a Backſliding 
heiſer, Hoſ. 4. 16. But beſides thole jut'e inclinaticns to- 
wards Backiliding in us, Man in his Natural condition 18 
altogether addicted to fin and falling away. Bret they lite 
Men have tranſgreſſed the Covenant, Hol. 6. 7. It was like 
them, and ſuch as could be expe&t:d from them: Now 2 
Back(liding 1s as it were a little trip, and 15 not altogerher 
ſo bad as a fall, or a fallins bick, or a falling away. Or 
a turning aſide, or out-of the way, or a going back. But 
here 1s to be obſerved, that the Word of God takes notice 
of every lealt Back ſl:ding ; for it hinders or retards, or they 
do not go on fo.weli in the way to Heaven as the Lord 
would have them, and guide them and hold them up by 
his right hand. We fay i the Proverb,, Jr js a good Horſe 
that never ſtumbles, but it Ba very good Horle that never 
ſo much as trips 3 for there 1s hardiy {ach an one to be 
found. And ſo it will be mn the Account and Eitimation of 
God, that Man or Woman walks, well enough in his way, 
who doth never {tuinble or fall therein ; and 1 when he 
falls, he doth get upagam. Our Gracious God calls upon 
Iſracl, Return for thou haſt fallen by thine Iniquity, Yea, 1f 
they are gone back or afide, 1t they will ſtill, return again 
into the right way, he will accent thereof Thas faith the 
Lord, (hall they fall and not ariſe ? Shall they tura away aud 
not return ? Jer. 8. 4. And ſo when the Creature is walking 
and moying on in the way of his Commandments, when 
there are Backſlidings, God doth in no wiſe allow thereo!, 
but complains of it. Although he would not altogether 
diſcourage his Poor Creature yeirher. So” that the Law of 
Gods PerfetF, converting the Soul, It doth chalk our the 
higheſt degrees and meaſures of perfctticn, altho Mans Im- 
potency, weakneſs and feebleneſs doth not arta'n unto it. 
That is a Good Son and Servant indeed, who can ſay in 


Truth unto Gog. our Heavenly Father, and not.{o much 


by vay of Boaſting unto their fellow Creatures . 
Loe theſe many years do 1 ſerve thee, neither tranſpreſſed 
T at any time thy Commanament, Luk. 15. 29. Such a thing 
perhaps may be poiiible as to our Fathers or - Maſters ac- 
cording to the fleſh : But David prays by the Spirit when 
Ne faith, 414 enter not into Judgment with thy Servat ; for 
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(4) | 
*z thy fight ſhall no Man living be juſtified, Pſal. 145. 2. 
When God comes to enter into judgment, and to bring to 
remembrance all the ſteps of our courſe here on Earth, I 
believe there will not be found any Man ever living (what- 
ever ſome pretend unto or ſay, but herein they are guilty 
of f:lſhood, which is a fall) except Jeſus Chriſt the righte- 
ous who was more then a Man) who was not guilty of 
ſome fall, or at leaſt of a Backfliding ; yea, of ſeveral and 
of many. But they will be pronounced to have been the 
beſt Sons and Servants, who 1m their courſe through this 
Earth, had the fewelt Falls, and the fewelt Backllidings, 
and in the leaſt inſtances. My Buſineſs in my Preaching un- 
to ye is, to dire& ye alla long ſo to walk that ye may 
pleaſe the Lord. Accordingly, I having warrant and 
Ground from his Word fo to do, I teſtify againſt all Back- 
ſlidings, yea, and the leait Back(lidings. O do nor that 
abominable rhing which I hate. Nor yet do ye give way 
willingly unto. the leaſt Backſlidings, which the Lord 1s 
diſpleaſed with and doth not approve of. Though after all 
your Circumſpection, and taking heed which ſhould be yet 
more then it 15 conſidering how things ſtand ; ye have fl 
len into ſome Backflidings in your Paſt Life, and it is 
odds, but ye wall fall into more before ye die. Though in 
Gods Gods Name and for your own Souls Good,do what- 
ever ye can to avoid them. This I teach and affirm conſtant- 
{y, and I do here put ye in mind of the Apoſtles Exhor- 
ration and command, And having done all ro ſtand. I ſay 
again 3 And having dozxe all to ſtand, aud let him that ſtand- 
eth take heed leaſt he fall, 1 will go on to add yer turther, 
if any ſhould be overtaken with a fault, or fall into a fin, 
let him cry mightily ro God for Pardon and Strengthening 
Grace : Put forth all thy Strength and Power to get out 
of it, and riſe up again as ſoon as ever thou canſt, Thus 


ſaith the Lord, Shall they fall and not ariſe ? Shall they turn | 


away and not return? Temptations do beſet Good and God- 
ly People, as well as the mixt Multitude of che World. 
Yea, rather Satan is moſt buſy with the firſt, and ſcrves 


greater ends upon them if his Temptations ſhould take ef- | 
He having already taken the latter ſort Captive at his | 


tect, 


4; 


will, Fhere is a like old corrupt Nature 1 all, althoughit is | 


kept under and {ubducd in hoe People ; which doth | 


auate and prevail and rule a | 
7G | obedience. 


in all, in theChildren of Diſ- | 
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obedience. And the Lord ſaid untiMoſles, Go get thee down, 
for thy People which thou Roggenep out of the Land of Egy 

have corrupted themſelves. They have turned aſide quickl 
out of the way which I have commayded them, aud made a © 


' Molten Calf and Worſhipped it, Exod. 32. 7. And fo when 


the Lord wfiteth up the People of the ſeveral Generations 
and Countries. He ſhall count and rehearſe at the laſt 
day, how they have turned afide quickly out of the way 
which he had commanded them. Not only in making and 
fcrificing unto other Gods ( which is a moſt grievous 
evil and abominable Idolatry ) but in the Breach and 
FranſS$refſion of the other Commandments alſo. He did 
ſet them aright once and again, but they would and did 
quickly turn afide out of the way which he had com- 
manded them. As we read or hear of this in others, we 
are to remember and take heed, we are to fear and watch ; 
for we have the ſame or like hearts 3 which if they do not 
break out quickly into a&yal turning afide, yet we are ſub- 


*je&t unto, and it 1s poſſible, we may quickly fall into the 


fame, There 15a Pronerels, woulding, and Inclination to 
the ſame ſin and evil. Know ye wot that the Spirit which 
dwelleth 1: as, (ihe ſpeaketh there in the Perſon and behalf 
of Chriſtians) /uſteth tro exvy, Now when one luſteth to a 
thing he would fain be at it, but he knows not whither it 
would be beſt for him. He hath ſome looking back to- 
wards Sodom. Remember Lots Wife, For we are forbidden, 
even theſe ſame; luſtings and coverings after worldly 


things, and ſecret defires after thoſe things which arenot to 


be had without the hazard of the ſeekers thereafter tor all 
Eternity. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain, 
which taketh away the Life of the owners thereof, Prov. 1. 
19. Like as David longed, and ſaid, Oh that One would 


 2rve me todrink of the Water of the Well of Bethlehem, which 


& by the Gate. Now as to all theſe, the Word of God 
which is very pure, doth forbid all thoſe Luſtings:and Co- 
vetings, and Concupiſcence. It \ 2quires to cruſh. the 
Cockatrice Egg, that it break not forth into a viper ; Ts 
aaſh the little ones againſt the Stones; Not only to abſtain 
from all appearance of Evil, but to nip and deſtroy it in 
its riſe and beginning, when it doth in the leaſt appear a- 
dove Ground. O 7eraſalem waſh thine heart, (there is the 

A 4 Foun- 


Fountain and Spring, and it is good going to the bottom) 
from wickeaneſs that thou mayeſt be ſaved, ( By this it ap- 
peais, that tierce 15 more requyite- and neceſfary to falvati- 
on then many Peopleare aware of ) How long ſhall thy vain 
Thorwg ts lodge within thie : Jer. 4. 14. How long ſhall it be 
ere they attain-io Innocency ? Hol. 8. 5, By winch Place 1t 
appears, tat it 1s the mmd of God that there ſhould be 
a yreiiing forwards, and a,gong towards, and an endca- 
vour atter Ianocency 3 Though it cne had the Tongue' cf 
Men and Angels: 'It he had ail knowledee and utterance 
in the Law of God and Heavenly things, how long do ye 
think he migat Preach to a Cor:grepation ere They at- 
tain to Innocency, confidering Men as they are. I fuppoſe, 
he might Preac]y all his owa iife long, and to thur lives 
end bcfore they all attain to Innocency, Though withal, 
if he 15 faithrul in h1s mwilcry,to which theDivine Blefling 
and Promie 1s Annexed, _1t will be Inftrumcncal towaids 
the making ſome therem, 4 Peovle prepared for the lord. 
But Jeſus did not commit himſelf unto them. becauſe he 
knew all Men, and nceacd not that any ſhoall teſts, y of Man; 
for he' knew what was in Man, Join 2.23, 24. Now we 
learn from Fobn 1. 2. Thar Jeſus was the Word &f God, and 
the Word was God. A'l things were made by him, and with- 
ont him was not any thing made that was made Man himſelf 
was created and made by the Ford. So that by the rule 
of conſequences, it all Men were Created by the Word, as 
they were, then of necellity the Word mutt know ail men, 
and know - what is in m.n.* Thcre went no more towards 


the creating the whole Worid, aud all things therein, than - 


Ged's ſaying, Let it be fo (which is his Word, aid it was 


fo. © A5 the Word of God cid create us at hrit in a litteral 


and material tenſe, fo the fame Word is to make us New 
Creatures ; To create us again 1n a ſpiritual ſenſe; to make 
us live ut) God for ever and ever. And in order to that 
it knows all men, and knows what is in man; and needs 
not that avy one ſhould teſtify of him, for 1t knows enough 
of i; ivit, The Commandments, Rules and Dire&ions are 
given it rat wile, according as Man 1s Prone Subje& and 
Inclinabie unto. - There are more then a Thouſand Infltan- 
ces of thi, chrovghout. the Book of the Lord. * But I will 
recite One or two, Only take heed to thy ſelf and keep thy 
5 | | | Soul 
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Soul diligently, leaſt thou forget the things which thine Eyes 
have ſeen, Take heed unto your ſelves, leaſt ye forget the Co- 
venant & the Lord your God, Deut. 4.9, 23. The Holy 
Ghoſt, by giving this double caution in this Chaj'ter doth 
denote and ſhew forth, wiar Men are apt and ſubje& unto, 
even to the forgettulncſs of the Werks of God and of the 
words of his Law, for themſelves to live according unto, 
and to obey it, and therefore he warns them againſt it : 
Now the ſeveral Ads and Parts of Worthip are in a man- 
ner Viſible, and alſo they put in continual mind both of the 
works of God, and of the words of God. And for this 
reaſon, belides his own Command of Enjoyning them, they 
are to. be retained and reſorted unto atl the days of our 
Lite, wiillt we are here im the Body. - | | 
O Ephraim, What ſhall I ds anto thee 2 O Judah, What 
ſhall I do unto thee > For thy Guodneſs is as the morning 
Cloud, and as the Earthly Dew it goeth away, Hol. 6. 4. As 
it is written, Jeſ#s Chriſt ſpate thus unto Philip, Proving 
him, for he himſelf knew what he would do, John 6. 6. Even 


fo God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, doth here ask 


the ſame Queſtion doubly over, proving his People, or 
purting them to it ; for he himſelf knowerh what he hath 


todoand would do herein 3 How, that when their 'Goodreſs 


is as the morning Cload, and as the Early Dew it paſſeth 
away ; He hath provided that it ſhould be renewed and 
come and ſucceed again, even by the Ordinances of Reti- 
g10n, Which himſelt hath ordained and inſtituted. T have 
ſeveral times thought, how'that in the long days in'the 
hot and ſultry weather, when is the ſcorching Sun, How 
the wiſdom of God dorh then provide tor the Earth. For 
whereas, at this time of the Year, there 1s little or no Rain 
for ſeveral weeks regcther 3 It 1t were not for that Dew 
which God doth then {end every Night and Early in the 
Morning, what would che Earth come unto 2 The moſt 
fruittul Ground wouia become like the Barren Mountains, 
and the Waſte howl'no Wilderneſs, The Heaven that is 0- 
ver our head world be Braſs, and the Earth that is under 
us, world be Iron, Deut- 28. 23. There would be little 
cr no Graſs to be ſeen. But the Sun 1n its full might and 
ſtrenzth would fcorch and burn it up. But now, ( blefled, 
and ever blefl;d be our God for it) by meaus of the _ 


(8) 
which commonly tarries on the Earth, until the Ninth or 
Fenth hour in the morning, Ic is refreſhed inſtead of Rain; 
and thus it comes to paſs, that it is neither barren nor un- 
fruitful. The obſervation is common, that in Cloudy wea- 
ther, or when it will Rain that day, there is uſually lefs or 
no foregoing Dew. The Knowledge and Wiſdom of God, 
ſeeing that there will not be iy pans {o much need of it 
then, and accordingly he doth ſo proportion it out, who 
doth all things in Number, Weight and Meaſure. 0 Lord, 
how manifold are thy works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all, And ſo even now Thou, who »pholdeſt all things by 
the Word FA thy Power, In wiſdom doſt thou govern and 
diſpoſe of all things throughout the whole World. O that 
when People walk out eariy in che morning, and ſee the 
Dew lie as the Small Rain upon the tender Herb, and as 
Showers pon the Graſs, ( Every little drop whereot doth 
more Good, and therein. is more valuable then ſo man 

Pearls) would eye and ſee the Lord therein, and Praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodnels, and declare his wonders unto 


the Children of Men. That they would further make' | 


known a Spiritual uſe and improvement hereof, as the 
whole Face of the Earth unleſs for this Dew, would be 
like unto a Path or Road which Man or Beait continually 
. goes on, or at leaſt it would be barren and unfruittul. E- 

ven {o in like manner Mine ownheart, and the other hearts 
of the reaſonable Inhabitants of this Earth, unleſs it were 
for the Dew of the Word and of Prayer, would become 
barren and unfruitful mn the work of the Lord, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But on the other 
and better hand, the conſtant Dew of the Word and & 
' Prayer (if we do not put them from us but have recourſe 
thereunto) for theLord doth hold them furth and Command 
the Inhabitants of the Earth to uſe them, and receive the 
benefit of them ; If theſe be ſought and had daily ; If this 


; i 
ad. ac wat tweaa@t_ rH... Mt a oct  otoirccr. oc c.: DocCod. eats ou tit. WS. ei. 


» . fad OS Aww ous wen waged bas 


Knowledge ana Godlineſs (which laſt includes both the Word| 
- and Prayer, and theſe things be 12 yor and abound ( there i 
Great 'Emphalis in that Word, full meaſure and running 
- ver, Which: teaches us that we ſhould do it ſtill more and! 
ryore. - Every Branch that beareth Fruit, be purgeth that i: 
may bring forth more Fruit, John 15.2. They make y0u 
that v2 [fail neither be barren, nor nafruitfoul in the Know: 
b No leagt 
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lzdge of nr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1.8, Who faith, Here- 
in 1s my Father Glorificd that ye bear much Fruit, ſo ſhall ye 
be my Diſciples, John 15. 8. Bur as without the Dew or 
Rain, there would be no Fruit or Graſs, ſo without hear- 
ing or reading the Word and Prayer, there would be no 
Fruit brought forth unto God. And if God is Glorified” 
when his reaſonable Creatures bring forth Fruit, then by 
the Rule of Contraries he 1s diſhonoured when they bring 


* forth no Fruit, or when he fails and is difappoinred in his 


Expectation 3 Yhen I looked that it ſhould bring forth 
Grapes, and it brought forth Wild Grapes. And what 1s the 
conſequent of all ? Poor Creatures, the greateſt loſs will re- 
dound to themſelves at the laft, altho now they do not 
throughly contider thereof, Aud now go to, I will tell you 
what 1 will do to my Vineyard, it ſhall be trodden down, it 
ſhall not be Pruned nor digged, but there ſhall come up Bri- 
ars and Thorns, IT will alſo command the Clouds, that they 
Rain no Rain «pon it, For the Earth which drinketh in the 
Rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs, meet 


for them by whom it is areſſed, receiveth Bleſſing from God ;- 


But that which beareth Thorns and Briars is rejetted, and is 


" nigh unto Curſing whoſe end is to be burned, Heb.6. 7,8. As 


the Earth drinketh in the Rain, ſo Almighty God doth re- 
quire of the Inhabitants thereof, that they ſhould drink in, 
hear, and receive his word Preached. | 

And he having in his Eternal Providence opened a Doox 
in this place where we now are, he doth require of the In- 
habitants of this Town and Neighbourhood to come for to 


| hear the ſame. And I declare to them all that he will call 


them to an Account for their refuſal, or negle& to do the 
ſame. .T warn them beforehand, that then the falſe Sur- 
miſes and Reproaches of ſome concerning the Miniſter, 
nor yet will the vain and frivolous excuſes of others avail, 
as to that God with whom we have all do. As to thoſe 
falſe Surmiſes and Reproaches, they might do as He did in 
reference to Hamah, whom he tirit ſuppoſed drunken, and 
afterwards enquired further, and then he underſtood and 
laid, The Lord grant thy Petition: So they might come to 
my ſelf unmedirely, to be throughly ſatisfied of their pre- 
ſent miſ-underſtandinge. And let their own Conſciences 
try, bear Witneſs and Judge,by hearing of the ſame ; whi- 
ther the Fay of God, is net tanght here in Treth, Here 


(10 ) 

There is a very near reſemblance and fimilitude to the 
Word preached unto the reaſonable Tnhabitants thereof, 
and to the Rain or Dew deſcending upon the Earth ; for 
as the Rain makes the Earth fruitful, ſo rhe Word preach- 
ed, if it is drinked in, as the Earth drinketh inthe Rain, if 
it 1s mixed with Faith in them that hear it, will make men 
and women meet and prepared for God, and meet to re- 
ceive a Bleſſing trom God. Ady Dottrine ſhall drop as the 
Rain, my Speech ſhall diſtil as the Dew, as the ſmall Rain 
#pon the tender Herb, and as the Showers upon the Graſs, 
Dent. 22. 2. Otherwiſe the manifold Solicitations and 
ObjeRs of this World, would be apt to ſcorch, and make 
us fade away, even in aur good ways. But that the Do- 
&rine, and Speech of the Word (like Rain, Dew, ſmall 
Rat and Showers), whereby alſo is to be ſeen, that the 
Word ſhould not be'only preached once and away, but 
day after day, and Sabbath after Sabbath ; for there is a 
daily ſucceſſion of Dew, or of Rain, Imall Rain or Show- 
ers, to do moſt good : and then ir is when the Word is 


conitantly pteached, and conſtantly attended unto, and +| 


received 1n ; then it renders the Vineyard meet for our 
God. © If his Word falls upon the Daft of the Wilderneſs, 
Git is Faremiah's Paraſe) or upon ſFony ana dry places, Mat. 
13.5, 6. (1 wiſh rhir the hearts of none who ſhall hear or 
read this be thar Duſt of the Wilderneſs, or ſtony and dry 
places). then ic may ſeem loſt and inefte&ual,' not for want 
of Worth and Excellency in it ſelf (for it is the ſame Rain 
that falls there, as that which falls upon good ground), but 
the Incapacity is in the Subje&. It doth or profit, not be- 
ing mixed with Faith in them that hear it : Or they ſuffer it 
torunoft again, as Uſeleſs Water. ' They do not drink it 
in, as the Earth drinks in the Rain. O that ſome 'of ye 
here preſent , would drink in this Sermion. Take ry word 


for it, if ye would drink it in, it would abide longer with | 


ye, and do ye more good than that drink which periſheth 
in theDraught; or that ſtrong drink which if 1mmoderately 
taken 1n, Pall be bitter to them that drink it. ' Not ſo much 


as to thoſe Qualms of Conſcience, or 'Head-Ach, © which | 
do quickly -enfue thereupon. But the worſt Bitterneſs | 
will be inthe End, when they muft :afe the D'rrerneſs of. | 
Death, and thence be called to Judgment to receive 4 de | 


6 Reward 
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Reward fot the Sin and Evil of ther Drunkenneſs in the 
days of their feſh. . I would have ye drink that in not one 
cop further then barely for Thirſt and neceſſary Refreſh- 
ment. Burt if ve would taſte, and drink mn ſome of thoſe 
words as are written, by God's blefing, and improvement 
thereon, it may become in ye 4 well of water ſpringing up 
unto Eternal Life, John 4. 14. i 

In a drySummer,thar 1s good and convenient ground which 


| ies next ro a River or Brook, or Fountains which are per- 


—_ 


perually runnthg and ſpringing ; and when there are apt 
Floodgates and Inſtruments, to let the water cver the. 
ground and drain it again ; This ſupplies and makes up 
from beneath. for the Dew and Rain which comes from a- 
bove. And ſoir is convenient in dwelling houſes, to keep 
water always by one. Even lo we ſhould be always fur- 
niſhed, (unto which the word Preached doth help us} with 
the like Spiritual Water, as ic deſcends from above, 
inthe Dew and Rain of the Ordinances. And when we 
have drank it in, we ſhould not let ic run through but ſtop 


. and keep it there, that it may be turned and converted ini- 
to our own Moiſture. For the word is nigh thee, even in 


thine heart. See to it well, that by Pondering and Remem-. 
brance of what thou heareſt or readett, Theſe words that B 
Command thee, thou ſhalt lay up ia thy heart ; Thatit may 
become as it were a repolitory of gractous Words andDivine 
Truths. Which like Pools or Rivers of Water will refreſh 
and (upply thy need at any time." For they drank of that 
Spiritual Rock that followed them ( in the Margent there it 
is, 'went with them ) 4d that Rock was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 
4. So that it is to have Chriſt, who 1s the word, formed 
within them ; that he may tollow and go with them whi- 
therſcever they go, or whereloever they are. This will be 
yet a more laſting and abiding thing then the Early Dew 
or the deſcending Rain, for that 1s not always. Burt to 
have the Spiritual Roch following as, or going with us, this 
is at Midday and Afternoon, and at thoſe rimes when there 
will be no Rain. The word 1s not, nor ca 1 be well Preach- 
ed always ; but this ſupplies ard helps fg- that in the Inter- 
va)s and ſpaces of time between it, Eren to have a Spiritual 
drink always within us, and to have a Spiritual Rock fol- 
lowing and going with us, which Rock is Griſt, _—_ 
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T2 
which we may draw and drink at any time, whenſoever ij 
Will. - | 
As one of the Antients ſaid, Nothing 3s ſo worthy of God, 
as the Saluation of Mankind ; So it 15 a moſt wonderful 
thing to confider, how he hath conſulted; contrived and 


provided all things for it. In his word) eſpecially, and al- 


{o in his other doings and diſpenſations towards the Chil- 
dren of Men. Happy, thrice happy, and only happy ate 
thoſe his Servants and Creatures, who know (that is not all) 
but alſo comply therewith. That as deep calleth tanto deep, 
at the noiſe of thy Water Spouts, Pal. 42. 7. So one ordi- 
nance doth follow another, and one thing is appendant, 
conne&ed and ſucceeds another; and all to that great end, 
to bring about the common Salvation of Mankind, as if 
God would never let us alone until he hath brought us un- 
to Heaven. On the one hand he ts wanting in no means 
to ſer us forward ; and then again, he is not wanting in 
any thing to keep us on continually a-going. Yea, he hath 
ordained further, that we ſhould here on Earth live the 
life of Heaven before we come to Heaven. Bleſſed art 
they that dwell in thy Houſe, they will be ſtill praiſfng thee, 
P{al. 84. 4. And he hath ordered things in that manner, 
that we may be always a doing the work of God. 

And whereas here {ome would be apt to think that this 
would breed Tireſomnets, he hath again ſo ordered the 
matter, by thole Ordinances of Religion and Worſhip, 
which he hath inſtituted, that rhey who herein wait on 
the Lord, ſhould renew their ſtrength, they ſhall mcunt 
with wings, As ages: they ſhail run and not be weary, and 
they ſhall walk and not faiat, Iſa. 40.341. For whereas a 
ſeoffing 1/hmael, and the men of this world, do innagine, 
.or fay, Wedonot like this kind of work, which 1s never 
done; but our God, through his moſt gracious and boun- 
tiful Nature, and Doings, hath ſo provided , that his 
Servants ſhall not be weary in his Work, and have a good 
will therein, fignified by chat Fhraſe of Ranning. And if 
'at any time there ſhould be any wearinels, becauſe they 
are here in the Body, and in this Fleſh, then they ſhall re- 
new their ſtrength ; for He giveth Power to the faint ; and 
to them that have no might be increaſeth ſtrength. As he 
doth that, {o where he tees any thing is wanting, or- ne- 

| ceflary, 
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teffary, he makes it up, and ſupplies it.-; So it -is in the 
Mforached place of Heſea,where e ſees before-luind thaw 
-Failing and Declination, that their Goodneſs is - as >the 
Morning Cloud, and as as the Early Dew it paſſeth away: 
How is this tobe remedied, O Ephraim, what ſhall 1 

unto thee? O Tudah, what ſhall T do unto thee > Here God 
asks Queſtions of his Creatures, as it Himſelf. were at a 
Loſs, or a ſtand. God here ſpeaks after the \manner-of 
men. It is much Lord that thou ſhouldeſt ask ſuch a 
Queſtion 3 for thou thy ſelf knowet better than Ephra- 
im or - T#dah, or all the Reaſonable Inhabitants of the 
Earth, what thou ſhalt do unto them, and what is proper 
unto them in ſuch a caſe or condition. Seeing that their 
Goodneſs is. as the Morning Cloud, and - as the Early 
Dew. it-paſſeth away,God hath provided an help meet and 
Remedy for that, for a Repair of that Breach, even the 
Preaching and Hearing of his Word (which is one Princi- 
pal Ordinance of Religion) Hereby intimating, . that if 
that will will not do, nothing will do; but it will do. 
And that this was in the mind of God, and that it was 
the very thing which he would do unto them, and he 
thought of when he asked the foregoing Queſtion, is. ma- 
nifeft by the words immediately following 3 Therefore 
(hete comes the Reaſon and Cauſe for it) have 1 hewed 
them hy my Prophets, I have {lain them by the words of my 
mouth, and thy Tudgwents are as the Light that goeth forth, 
Hof. 6. 5. Wher e, by the Way, Tuadgments may be under- 
ftood for his Commandments, according as David doth (o 
call them in the 119th P/a/m ; or rather for his Temporal 
Judgments on the Earth; and then the ſenſe is to. this 
purpoſe, That to help, remedy, and provige againſt their 
Goodnels being as tne Morning Cloud, and as the Early 
Dew it paſſeth away, God hath adapted the Preaching 
of his Word, ſignified by his hewing them by his Prophets, 
who were the Perſons and Inſtruments employed therein ; 
and alſo his Judgments abroad in the Earth, that rhe: In- 
babitants thereof may learn Righteouſneſs, For God would 
have, and ſo would do any thing, that the Goodneſs of 
his people might contipue, and not paſs away. Though 
here again, that Goodneſs which is as the Morning Cloud, 
and as the Early Dew it goeth away, is better ns oa 

500 


G oodneſs at all, as ſome Dew is better than none ; fer 
this, New, if 1t.,25 repeated, and ſucceeds daily, will do 
ood... ! 


: Therefore have I hewed them by my Prophets, I have ſlain 
them by the words of my moath. Here obſerve the manner 
of the Holy Ghoft expretiing it. God hath made. a tho. 
rough Work of it, / have hewed, I have ſlain: For there 
35s a manifeſt Diverfity between that Authoritarive an} 
Powerful Preaching of thoſe Prophets, and the Har and 
infipid Diſcourſes of our modern Scrives and Declaimers, 
or of Ignorant and Unfaithtui Teachers. Chriſt taught a 
one having Authority, and not as the Scribes. As to this, 
the Rule 1s certain, Thar amongit all that great deal 
of Preaching which is now abroad in this Nattori, that 
1s the belt- Preaching, and molt from God, which hath 
in it moſt Authority, Power and Livelinels ; for his Word 
is a Lively Word, and fo it will approve it ſelf to the 
Conſciences of the Hearers, where it is underſtood and mi- 
naged aright. : FR 1t2 T5 8 

In the work of Man's Converſion and Salvation, the 

Word, and the Preaching thereof are before Prayer. For 
how ſhall they. Pray, for what they have hor known, 'or 
for what they have not heard 2 Now in order to bring 
God and the things pertaining to his Kingdom, to they 
Knowledge, as to which hearing or reading 1s ati outward 
Gare letting in therero; both the Word and the Preaching 
or ſpeaking thereof, 1s nor” only requiſite, »but-abfolutely 
and fimply neceſfary. And therefore by the way, igwould 
be a good method in the Education of Children, -to in- 
ſtru& them with lome Principles of the Knowledge of 
God and of the Doctrine of Ciriit, and of the things con- 
tainzd in the Scripture according as their tender Years will 
bear,as che {mall Rain upon the tender Graſs: Before rhey 
are tauzht to tay Prayers meerly by rote,” or at leaſt to 1m- 
graft into them fome inward ſenſe and underſtanding of 
their own, what they lay therein. 'In thole of Riper Years, 
Knowledge and Underſtanding ſhould' go before Aion, 
or otherwiſe it will be blind and fignify nothing, or not 
much : Some having conſtantly uſed a Courſe 'ot Devori« 
on, confine themſelves barely to thar, as ſuch is all the Re- 
lte1on, or more P:operly ſuperſtition of” the P.pitts, as alfo 
: () 
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| hort) unto which they ſhould it 


vf many Formaliſts of the National Church. W ich De- 


votion, or Prayer, is but a means to ſomewhat more, c- 
ven for Grace and Strength to the keeping, theCommanc- 
ments of. Ged, and to. confirm all the words of his Law 
20 do them, (as to which Preaching doth inſtru aud ex- 

if preſs forward. Bur 
in no wiſe, as the manner of them is to negle& the. 
needful thing, and principal End of that, only for adhe- 
ring to a parcel of outward and cuſtomary Prayers 3 ter 
ſo I phraſe it ; not to vilify or contemn the Ordinance 
of Prayer in no wile ; far be it from me. Burt only to 
expreſs it according as it 1s by them uſed and made. As 


alſo to ler ye fre on one hand, how the Wiſdom of God 


hath 'appoinred thele two Ordinances of Preaching and 
Prayer, towards the help and furtherance of the Salva- 
tion of Mankind ; and what God hath Jojned together, 

let no Man pur aſunder; tor he. hath commanded them 
both, and they may be ſucceflively uſed one after another. . 
So on the other hand, when froward and diſobedient Man 
would notwithſtanding put them aſunder, and neglect 
the one and hold ro the orher, then comes in Satan, and 
ſtrangely befools and deceives people therem. As the A- 
poſtle James argues, For as the Body without the Spirir is 
dead, fo Faith without Works zs dead alſo ; even lo here it 
is, If one ſhould uſe a Courſe of Prayer every Evening, 
Morning and Noon-day, whether it be private, Family, 
or publick Worſhip, without keeping the Command- 
ments of God, or having regard ro them in all things, 
and at all times; This would be as Ridiculous, Foolith, 
and Nonſenſfical, as if a Servant ſhould as otten come 


_ to thee for aid and affiſtance, or tor Tools and Inftru- 


ments to do ſuch a Work, and yet never ſet about the 
doing of it. So again, it is a like Folly, Ignorance and 
Decervableneſs, to be Hearers of the Word, and not dc- 
ers of it. The Fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy fight, Pal. 5. 5. 
From which Scripture of undoubted Truth we are given 
to underſtand, that they who are fooliſh in matters of 
Religion ſhall not ſtand in Gods fight; Thar is, they 
ſhall not go to Heaven. And belides that juſt now here. 
mentioned, they come allo among the Number of the 
Fooliſh who remember the _ in Baptiſm, and yer 

| - . racy 


as Io, ) 
they donot obſerve it ; or only with flight and tranſient 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions at that preſent time, when the 
words. thereof are te Obedienmly keep Gods holy will aud 
Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the, days of oay 
Life. God heareth not ſinners, John-g. 31. And here in 
like manner it is alledged out of the Scriptures of Truth, 
that God is not plealed with the Sacrifice of Fools, neither 
will He accept thereot. In the Scripture Notion and Ap- 
prehenſion, Fools and Sinners are neat the fame ; for all 
Sinners are Fools, and alſo all Fools'of their owa making, 
as we commonly fay, who were not born Ideots of meer 
Natural Impotency, are ſinners: 1» that they being in He- 
. zour aud Underſtanding, they abide not, They do not im- 
prove, but rather loſe that Knowledge and Reaſon in 
which God had Created thera ; This is a fin and fault of 
their own in theſe Creatures, when they do not Trade 
with their Talent, but become unprofitable. And ſo when 
they loſe Good and- Subje& themſelves to Evil, as to the 


future State and Diſtribution of things, this is properly 


folly, yea, and folly in the abſtra&; and in this tence fin 
and folly are convertible terms. All Sinners are Fools, and 
all ſuch Fools are Sinners. So Ignorance in Worſhip, or 
m the things pertaining to God, this 1s folly ; For let not 
oy an one think that he ſhall receive any thing from tize 

ord; 

Anothers abuſe of a thing doth not take away my right- 
ful uſe thereof. Becauſe another Perſon drinks and 1s 
drunken, this is no Argument or Reaſon that I ſhould not 


drink at all; for IT may drink Nevertheleſs, to quench: \ 


Thirtt or refreſh Nature. Yea, I muſt drink, or I Periſh. 
<6 it 15 as to the Ordinances of Religion, tho: ſome.abule 
them, yet Nevertheleſs, we may rightly uſe them ; yea, 


they are as abſolutely neceflary to carry. us through- this - 


barren and dry Wilderneſs of the Earth, unto the Heaven- 
ly Canaas, as drink is to the Body. Becauſe the Prayers of 
Site People do become $in, Pal. 109. 7 This 3s no Ar- 
2mnent why we ſhould nor pray at all. But rather we 
are thence taught no? 10 regard Iniquity in our hearts, to 


lift up Holy Hans, to purify our hearts, to ſanthify our 


ſelves when we draw near to God, and (uch like. | Becauſe 


too many are hzarers of the- Word and not doers of rs 
| atl. 
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ſhall we therefore like the mixt and ungodly Multitude 
rurn alide our foot from going to the place of hearing 2? 
but rather let us bear and do it, According to what cur 
Forefathers Covcnautcd arid Promited to God, for them- 
ſelves and us, in Dent. 5. 27. Ard if we wouid inheris 
the promiſes, we mult of nece!iity be Children of the Co- 
yenanc. Becauſe ſome do not know and mind much more 
therein then the {priniling or dippmg in Water, or dot. 
in General for cutteg35 fake, or to make the chyjd or Per- 
ton a Chriſtian as they ſay 3 we mzy and ought neverthe- 
leſs ro falfi| ail. Rizhteonfreſs, and to comply with that 
Commandment ef Jc{us Chit, Go and reach all Nations, 
Baptizing them in the ame of the Father, and of the Son, 
#na cf the Holy Got Retaining, vine thing, out withal giving 
0ſt heed to rhe thing fignified thereby, The like hgure 
whereunto even Baptiſm doth now {ave us, not the put-. 
ting awzy the filth of the fcſh, but the Anſwerof a Good 
Confcience towards God, by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chrift, r Per. 5, 21, It one 15 Baptized with outward was 
re, this hinders not, but he may at the very ſame time 
and afterw:rds alfo be baptized with the Holy Gheſt and 
with Fire ; by which laſt 15 denoted warmth, fervency and 
ze?! in the Service of God. For as Peter Anſwered, Caz 
«ny Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghoſi as well as we ? and he 
commanded them to be baptized in the Name of the Lord: 
As 10.47, 48. This Text doth as plainly imply as two 
and three make Five, even accerding to the common ſence 
2nd underitanding of the ſame Words, - without any for- 
ced meaning, or even any Interpretation at all, that the 
having received the Holy Ghoſt or the:'Holy Sptrit, is no 
ſafficient reaſon and excuſe why they ſhonld nor at all uſe 
Water Baptilm ; but it is rather a reaſon that they ſhoujſd 
uſe it, For Peter and Paxl, and other Miniſters and Ser- 
vants of God of Old time, who had-the Spirit in'mare 
meaſure then any now adays (Notwithſtanding all Boaſt- 
ing and Pretenfions) did baptize with water. 1 would to. 
God, this. were throughly underſtood and conſidered of, 
by thoſe People commonly called Pzxakers. But they al- 
fo have thar humour and diſpoſition, as to be ſtiff-necked 
and perverſe; and refuſe to _ and hearken unto that Fe 
2 0 
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of the Word of God, which makes againlt their own Imas 
ginations. | 

The Ordinances are a Part of the Commandments of 
God, and they are to be uſed out of Obedience and Ho- 
mage unto hin. God cominands us to hear his Word, to 
call on his Name. Chritt commanded his Diſciples and 
Followers to baptize and to do this i2 remembrance of him, 
Theſe two laſt, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper ſeen to 
come in the place of the two Jewiſh Ceremomes, or Ordi- 
nances of Circumcrtion and the Paſſover ; both of which 
were of Gods immediate Command and Inttitution. As 
to the firlt of which, the Apoſtle Paz! averreth, Circam- 
ciſton 1s nothing, and Vicircumciſion is nothing bat the ! eep- 
ins of the Commandments of God, 1 Cor. 7. 19. Of which 
words the meaning ſeems to be to this purpoſe and effect, 
that is, there 1s nothing, or no great matter, whither the 
foreskin of ones fleſh 1s cut oft, or not. There is 1 0 great 
Good or Ev1l in thz thing avſtractedly, whither it bz done, 
or not done. So ic would have been, if God had g:ven 
no Commandment at all concerning it; But God having 
Saperadded and Annexed a Commandment concerning It, 
The Soal that is not Circnriciſed, [hall be cat off from his 
People ; Here it ought ty be obizryed and done by the 
Jews, as long as that Diſpeniation did remain among 
them. Not fo much for th: thing ir ſelf, but to flfill all 
Righteonſneſs, and therein to keep the Commandment of 
God; whuch {.me Commandment is now done away and 
abcliihed in Chriſt, And rhcrefore it was become indif- 


' ferent undcr the Goſpel, as appears by the foregoing verſe i 


and from the Practiſe of Parl, who alrho' he was not for 
bringing tem buck again to Bondage and to Jewiſh Ob- 
ſervances ; yer to plecale the Jews, as alio to ring over 
more Jewiſh Converts ;. who did retain a Tin&ure of, and 
Zeal for the AZ;/aical Inftiturions, did Circamciſe T imo- 
thy, Hut would not do {o as to the Gentiles which ſhould 
receive the Faith. Now the reaſon is alike and eternally } 


———— 
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the ſame, as to thoſe rwo Ordinances cf Chriſt, Bapriſm | 
and the Lords Sapper. As to ſprinkling or dipping in wa- | 
ter, and in Eating and Drinking a lictle Bread and Wane, | 
there isnothing or 0 great matter in them taken abltratt | 
edly. The Reaion of Man is apt to deſpiſe them, becauſe] 

il | 
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it preſently ſees no Intrinſick Goodneſs in ufing them, and 
no Evil in letting them alone. And fo far it would have 
been true, if Chriſt had given no Commandment concer” 
ning them. But Chriſt and his Apoſtles having given 
Commandment for the once obſervance of the one, and 
the ofcen obſervance of the other, they ought accordingly 
tobe ſo obſerved by his Diſciples and Followers, to fulb!l 
all Goſpel Righteouſneſs, and out of obedience unto, and 
for keeping the Commandments of Chriitt. Aoſes there- 


fore gave unto you Circumciſion (not becauſe it is of Moles, 


but of the Fathers) and ye on the Sabbath Day Circumciſe a 
Man, that the Law of Moſes ſhall not be broken John 7. 
22, 23. This is plain and obvious enough, and according- 
ly they have been retained all along down in the Chriſti- 
an, yea, and the Reformed Churches. . Tho' we cannot 
here preſently afſign how Baptiſm and the Lords Supper 
are means of Grace, as Preaching the Word and Prayer 


. manifcſtly and ſenfibly are. For we know feelingly and 


experimentally, that Preaching the Word and Prayer are 
as two Conduit Pipes, through which Good and Perfett 
Gifts do come down from above, from the Father of Lights 
into 0x7 Souls. And we very well conceive how theſe help 
to make a People prepared for the Lord. But we cannor 
a!tozether give ſq clear an Account concerning Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper, how they do this, altho' here we 
can ſomewhat apprehend as ro the things ſignified by 
them, which hath been afore-mentioned. , Neverthelſels, 
becauſe Chriſt hath Commanded and Inſtitured them in 
his Goſpel, it is not only the ſafer way to uſe them, bur 1 
will go on to add, there can be no ſafety in negle&ing 
them, or in the omiſſion of them, becauſe of what him- 
ſelf ſaith, Phofoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Com- 
manaments and teach Alen fo; He fjhall be called the leaſt 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, Mar.'5. 19. Which there fig- 
nifies the Diſpenſation of his Goſpel. - For wearenot ſure, 
that ſuch will ever be admitted into his Kingdom 'above 
at the end of time. Having afore-mentioned what 
Grounds we have for the Sep in the Scriptures -of 
Truth ; and therefore thete things, keep ſtill unto the Or- 


 dinances of Religion, We teach and affirm conftantly. 


B 3 We 


=C-20-/ 


We read -in I/a. 58. 2, Of the Ordinarces of _ Juſtice, 


but mn our prefeiic and intended Diſcourſe, we wave and 


let alone all that, it being not altogether ſo pertinent to 


the matter m Hand, which i the keeping conttantly unro 
the Ordinances of Worſhip. For 1t 15 a great Goſpel 
Command, Worſhip God, Rev. 22.9. And to allude unra 
Heb. 9. 1. This Secoud Cuverant hath Qrdinances of Di- 
vive Service, ara a Spiritual or Heauonly Santtyary, 
Wh} may be pectormed in a true and right manner. $0 
that it 1s mect, requifte and neceflary,. 7 kat the Children 
of thy Servants ſhomd continge there, Pal. 102,28. Or 
otherwiſe, they are no longer Servants of Gud.. - For kys 
Servants ſhall ſerve him, Rev. 22. 3- And as anothers 
abuſe of a thing ſhouid nat take away my Good and 


Right uſe thereot. So here again it is, the Controverſicy, 
and Queſtions which are ameng, the Servants of Gad, con-' 


cerning the manner or Circumtantials of. his Worſhip, os 
of thoſe poſitive Ordinances, as whither Bapriſm fhuuld 
be obſerved in Infancy or Riper Years, with dippmg, or 
iprivkling, with the fign of the Croſs, or without x, and 
of the Lords Supper, whither it ſhould be received, (it- 
ting, ſtanding, or kneeling, or whither in the Moriung, os 
Afternoon, eitho' theſe are ſomewhat apr to, perpiex ang 
trouble the Minds of Chriſtians, and are the occation © 

difierent and diftin& Congregations ; Yet we ſhould in rs 
wite {o far ſtumble, as to ſirceate the ule of them at all, 
God forbid. 


By the. way, tho' we ought to aſſert the Truth and 


Confute Errour, yet it 1s no Chriſtianity to Reproach, or 
Malign any Se& or Party. For' the Servant of the Lord 
ent not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all en, in Ateckreſs 
Juſt ruiting theſe that oppoſe them:lelves, if Peradventwre God 
will give themRenentance is the acknowledgment of. the Truth, 
The much greater Parc- of thoſe Churches, whictz are 
retormed from the Idolatry and Superſiuion of: Reme, both 
in theſe and al{o in Ferre:ign Countries, do all unanimoully 
-agree, that theſe Ordinances ought by all means ro be re- 
rained, and thatithe negle&t, or omilton of them 1s Sin. 
Certain it is, that the bett and wilcit way for every one ts, 
To keep unto and obſerve them, as near accordug to the 
Rule and Durc&on of Scripture as ever they can, on — 
ractecc 
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ftraFed from all will Worſhip and TInftitution, or Pre 
cept of Man. © 

Tam now going to ſpeak after my Tudgwent, and by * 
Permiſſion and not of Commandment ; And therefore ye 
may weign in your Minds, but not rely on this Aftirmati- 
on, or rather Opinion, F:z. That as the Early Dew which 
goeth away, 15 better then no Dew at all. So rhe obſerv- 
ance of the ordinances any of the ways afore-mentioned, - 
ſeems-according to my fentimenit of things, to be better 
and ſafer then the not obſervance of themar all. Becauſe 
there is a Commandrmtient of God and of Chriſt, for the 
aQual obſervance of them. Tho' here I charge ye all in 
the Name of God and of "Chriſt ( and here'ye are ro take 
notice of it, that / Jpenk again by Commandment ) (eeing 
that theſe poſitive ordinances ſerve alfo unto the example 
and ſhadow of Heavenly things, ſee well ro it,” that ye do 
obſerve and uſe them, according to the Pattern fhewed unto 
ye in the Goſpel : For that is moſt pleafing unto the Lord, 
as may be underſtood from Zeb, 8. 5. 7g6] 

Colof.2. 20. is commonly objeRed againſt the uſe of ordi- 
nances atall. mhereforg if ye be dead with Chriſt fromthe 
Rudiments of the World, why as tho living in the World are 
ye ſubjeft to orainaxces ? Bur it is manifelt from what goes 
tefore, and follows after that Text in this very lame 
Chapter, the Apoſtle Pax! there means only Jewiſh Ordi- 
nances, and wo Ordinances as Periſh in the nſang after the 
Commandments aud Deftrines of Men, But have noGround 
or Warrant from the Goſpel of Chriſt. But the being bu- 
ried with him in Bape, of the keepitig the Feaſt 'in"Re- 
wembrance of him till he comes, do not Periſh in the afing ; 
for they have a Relation to ſomewhat further, neither are 
they after the Commandments and Bo&rines of Men, buic 
after the Commandments and Do&rines of Jeſus Cheilt 
our Lord. atk 

Thus ye have been taught, and ye have heard the Trwrh 

As It it 11 Jeſus. Remember this Rule and Dire&tion which 


TI Richard Stafford, whilſt a Preacher among ye, did make 


known and preſs and inculcate unto. ye over and over, 
That ye may obſerve it continually when T am gone,'F*e. 


For Gods ſake, and for your own Souls ſake, If yewould 


make a continuing and perſevering work'of it, keep ill 
B4 and 
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and conſtantly unto.the ordinances of Religion. I fay and 
reſtify again, keep till and conſtantly unto the Ordinan- 


ces of Religion. 


By the way, Do not think rhis reciting my Name to you 


to be odd and unbecoming ; for as the Apoſtle doth ſeveral 
times mention himſelf by Name in his Epiſtles, I Pax! do 
teſtify, I Paulthe Aged. In like manner I do imitate the 
ſame Example, 1 juch an one, aLame Perſon (which will 


be a further {ign and token) doſo exprels it on purpoſe to: 
make a greater and more laſting Impreſſion in your Me- 


mories. Remember and obey this ſaying, keep till unto 
the Oxdinances of Religion, | | | 
'But as it is written, Ve wit give our ſelves continually 
to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Ward, As 6. 4. So 
here take this further advice and direQion, be ture eſpeci- 


ally ro keep ſtill and conſtantly unto theſe two ordinances / 
of: Religion, Grve your ſelves continually unto Prayer. And. 


! 


becauſe all are not Apoitles, and all are not Miniſters, do. 


vealſo continually attend upon the hearing of the Mini- 

{try of the Word. , Whatever ye negled, do not negje&t 

theſe two; for thele are confefied, acknowledged and a- 

greed unto: by all that Name the Name of 7eſns Chrilt in 

every place, both theirs and ours, F.ven they who pretend 

to be above ordinances, and to catt off crdinarices ( that 

they. do-err and are deceived herein, hath been made 
known from the Scriptures of Truth; as God himielf will 
yet mere clearly Judge and Determine at rhe latt day) do 
{till keep amoneglit them in their Congregaijons, the .Mi- 
niftry of the Word and Prayer. 
without \ceaſing, and to continue in Prayer, ard to give 
your-ſelves-continually unto Prayer (Good God ! How 
much doſt thou delight that tizy Servants ſhould continue,” 
ſee: Famer 1.25. £5 appears from mentioning it fo very 
often in thy Word) by ſecret and meiital Prayer, by hav- 
ing'your Souls always 1n a trame and difpctition to Pray, 
by praying in the Ayjembly of the upright, . where only 
Chrittians are gathered- rogether, and by Praying in the 
Congregation. Where tho rhere may be a mixt Mulrj- 
rude of. Sainrs and Sinners, yet thy Prayers of Faith, and 
thy lifting up holy hands, will td acceprance with God 
for all thac. Give your ſelves contnuually to artend _ 
| _ the 


It is poſſible to Pray |; 


” at 
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the hearing of the Miniſtry of the-Word. Go unto, and” 
frequent conſtantly the place when ' and where it. is. 
Preached. | | 
Loſe no oppyeroniey: Ye can hardly conceive. how 
much I have vexedand troudled-in mind at my doing 
things by halves, or by my loſing opportunities in Tem-. 
oral and Wordly concerns. For theſe opportunities flip 
y, and often cannot be retrieved. But where they may. 
be retrieved, it is always with expence of more time and 


116 lzbour z all which had: been ſaved, if the thing had been- 


throughly done the firſt time. And I ſomewhat knowirg 
the worth of time, the gliding away of time, and the Irre. 
coverablenels of -time. there is nothing which I ſomuch 
grudge at,as the loſs of time. It is a Maxim and Rule of 
Prudence and Wiſdom in things pertaining to thus preſent 
Life, To loſe no opportunities, But be ſure to lay hold on, 
and make the moſt of every opportunity. Much more it 
is Godly diſcretion and ſoul oy wiſdom to loſe no op- 
portunity, but to lay hold of, and make the moſt of eve- 
ry opportunity in Spiritual and Eternal concerns. Ms we 


' have opportunity, let us do Good wnto all Men. 


People ſhould not grudge and think much when they 
ſee a Poor Man, or as Jobs Phraſe is, Not turn away their 
Eyes from a Poor Man. But'rather be glad and give God 
thanks for putting an opportunity into their hands, that 
they may do good unto him; and lay in moreFoundatjon 
for their own future reward. For as the Lord Jeſus ſaid, 
It is more Bleſſed to give then to receive, | So \t is a certain 


|: Truth, they that give Alms, have more reaſon to give God 


ing, even before he asks for ir, for this 1s'the 


thanks then they that receive Alms, fora twofold Reaſon, 
becauſe God hath placed rhem in ſuch a condition, where- 
by they are enabled to give Alms ; and alfo becauſe he: 
hath promiſed a future Recompence for the ſame and he 
will repay it. In which laſt reſpe& they.are more be- 
holden to the Poor Man, or Beggar 1n receiving it::from 
them, then he is beholden unto them for giving to him 3. 
which ſhould teach thee to prevent him'in thy onngie: 

ſt ſort, as 


alſo. to lote no opportunity tor the ſame according to 
thine ability. 
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Loſe no opportunity in any Godly or Chriſtian Duty: 

T charge thee before God and before the Lord Feſus Clyift, who 
ſhall Tudge the quick and the dead at his appearing and hit 
Ringdom : Preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and ont of 
feafon, 2 Tim. 4: 1, Under rhis is included a charge to the 
Peaple, to hear the word alſo in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
Tt is altogether as -— poles hear or Preach the Word upon 
a Week Day, as well as on a Sabbath Day. It i8equall 


your Duty to redeem two or three hours, from the work: 
of your calling for to attend cn the ſame. _ Countrey Peo- 
ple will riſe at one or two a Clock in a Morning to go to 
Markets, toxemote and diſtant places, to get a Shilling or 


Eighteert Pence more then Ordinary. Thys ſame is a Lef- 
fon and Inftru&ion, and God doth expect a like of his 


Creatures, that'ye ſhould riſe up a lictle Egrlice in thi 


Morning, and fit down later at Night, and only bea little 


more Temperate in your Eating and Drinking, oem 
much Eating makes People fluggiſh and fleepy. This 


People might redeem time for hearing his word.on 1 | 
Wek Diy ; and yet they would not diminiſh ought from |: 


pier accuſtomed Work, and Labour in their wordly cal- 
ing. ; p 
_ *Sirs, ye know not what it is to loſe opportunities in 
SpitituaF and Erernal concerns. For theſe opport unitics 
can never be retrieved ' again, As Nebxchaanezzar {aid 
concerning his Dream, The thing is gone from me, Dan. 2. 

'S thete opportunities of hearing his word are gone 
ram them for ail Eternity. 


") 


- 
of 


tants of a certain Town and Neighbourhood ; But if 


thoſe People, who refuſed or negle&ed to hear the ſame, | 


would now give TenThouſand Pounds (and if there were 
Ten Divine Truths in them, they would not be thus over- 
rated, for each Divine Truth is of more worth then a 
World) for to have heard them on thoſe Ten paſt Lords 
Days, this cart no more be, then any of them can make 
the Sun ſtand ſill,or go back ten degrees in theDial of Aþas, 
It paffes over into a thing to-be Judged off, at the Jude: 
ment of the Great Day. As God commanded Moſes t0 
mike a return, how he had diſcharged his meſſage, and 


Moſes did accordingly ret «rw back the Ward of the People| 
wytl | 


1 Efer There is no recalling of it 
back again. I have Preached Ten Sermons to the Inhabr 


i 
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wnto the. Lord. $0 when his Miniſters came $0 give in.an 
Accoung of their Miniſtry, 1t will be a ſad reckoning to 
the People, They are turned back to the iniquity of their 
Forcfathers, which refuſed to hear my Wards, Jer. 11.48 
Loe, theſe ten opportunities together, ſuch and fuch Peo- 
ple hereabouts have refuſed to hear thy Words, O God; 
and it I ſhould live or ftay among them ſo long, I do 
reaily believe that ſome 09) my Countrymen and Newgh- 
bouis will, for ſeventy times ſeven opportunitics more re-. - 


'| Fuſe £0 hear thy Words Q Lord, according as Þ have re- 
| ceived the ſame from the lively Qracles, the Book of the 
| Lord, and what he makes known to my heart by his 


SPArit. LE : | 
w 6 Herod made a {udden Oath for the ſake of which; 
he cut off Job» Baptiſts Head, And as the Jews bound 
themſelves with a Curſe, not- to Eat or Drink until 
had killed Pax/ : So.I believe that ſome have made ſuc 
an haſty Vow and Reſolution (which is the uſual forerun- 


| ner of fooliſh and ſinful doings ) that they will never go 


to heir fych an one. In fpeaking after that manner they. 
take the wrong end of the Staff by the hand (which 
kind of ſpeaking, 15 one method or deviſe whereby. Satan 
upholds his Kingdom, by fixing on Perſons and not- on 
things) for 'tis not {o much the Perſon of this or that Man, 
we being Creatures of alike Fleſh and Blood and ef the 
ſame Pailions. For they ſhould ſpeak more properly and 
underſtandingly, they vow and reſolve never to hear the 
Word of the Lord which comes out of ſuch aaqnes. 


{| + Mouth (for by the way, if a Great -Tryth of God could 


and did come our of Caiaphes his Mouth,. ( as ig; did.un 
Jobs 11,51, 52.) Who had given wicked Counſel, fo may. 
{ome Traths of God proceed through him, who 1s harm+ 

lels and inoffenſive in his Converſation, and-whom. Er 
his adverſaries can charge with, nor yet himſelf is can{ch 
aus of any known and allowed {in; But here the children 
of: God {ſhould ſeparate the Precions from. the Vile... 1. 
would ask ſuch who think that they muſt keep. to their 
Vows. Suppoſe that a man ſhould Vew, that he wauld 
never worthip God, ſuch an Unlawful Vow. or Promiſe, 
F better braken than kepr 3 and fo it is near. the ſame, not 


1, to.g0 to hear the Word ; for thou ſhouldeſt hers Repos. 
62, | 0 
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of making fuch a Vow or Reſolution, the Obſervanes 
whereof being unlawful ſerves only a defign of the 
Devil, to keep thee in the hreach'and negle& of .a Com: 
mandment of God, to hear his Ford ; as alſo it hinders 
thy Soul from good things. If any ſhould ſtay at home 
ro Read the Sctiptures,or for Family Prayer,or-to catechiſe 
and inftru& rheir Children, this they might do at other 
times, and they might bring their Children here to fit 
down and near Words Preached according to their Capaci- 


. ties 3 which perhaps by Reaſon of their treſh Memories, | 
and tender Years, they would retain longer than their Pa-| 


rents. It may be asked them another day, Why abodeft 
thou among thy Family, or in thy houſe, when thou 
mighteſt have gone out to Hear the word of the Lord? 
Hearken unto me ye that know Righteouſneſs, the people iy 
whoſe heart is my Law ; fear ye not the Reproach of Mem, 
neither be ye afraid of their Rewilings, Tha. 51. 7. (46! 

Ye may all know and be aflured, that the works of God 


are never in vain. Ihave ſeveral times thought as to my| 
outward Lameneſs, tho I do halt. like unto the Patriarch 
Jacob, nevertheleſs this hinders not from my running the| 


way of Gods Commandments. And {o where God hath 
furniſhed any man with Knowledge, Ability, Inward In: 
dowments, and Qualifications, and hath pat good words avl 
true words into hg heart, all this, and ſuch like muſt be for 
ſome end ;even for him to ſpeak out and make known the 
fame, and for others to hear and receive them. The Lord 
will rekearſe-a!ll rhis, and much more in the day when he 
writeth up his people, How every leaft and moſt con 
temptible Creature, did ſerve the Grear Ends of his Glo 
ry. - Butmuch more the Miniſters of rhe Word do ſo in 
their ſeveral Generations, Countries and Places. Ir is in- 
deed" matter of Anguiſh and Vexation to us, becauſe we 
ſee the Devils working and Deluſion herein, ' and we can 
not help it ſo throughly and univerſally as we would, #| 
#s a day of trouble, the Children are come 10 the birth, and 
there s not ſtrength to» bring forty; Altho' there areþ 
roo "many Loyterers in the Miniſtry, yet there are not 
Labourers enough in the Harveitz and they alſo are not 
knowing, or not laborious enough. But yer, however pe&}| 
Ple carry 1t towards us, yet thar piace of Ezck. 2. 5, 
F WI 
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nee| will take hold of therrs 3 Ard they, whether they will hear,or 
the| bether they will forbear (for they are a rebellious Houſe), 
ms | jt hall bnow that there hath been a Prophet among them. And 
lers| tow ſhalt ſpeak my words unto them, whether they will hear 
mel or. whether they will forbear, for they are moſt Rebellionus. 
hiſe] And fo accordingly, as long as I have health and oppor- 
her| tunity, 1 will ſpeak the word of God unto the people of 
fit] my Generation and Nation, whether they will hear, -or 
ci-| whether they will forbear, 1f no more than two or three 
ies, | only did come to this particular place where it is declared. 
Pa-| But to Iſrael he ſaith, All the day long have I ſtretched forth 
left] my hanas unto a diſobedient and gain-ſaying people, Roms. 10. 
ou] 21. Now Uſrael were the outward worſhippers; but the 
d?| ſame holds true a!ſoas to the finners and ungodly. 
in| But Beloved, we are perſwaded better things of you, and 
Þn,| things which accompany Salvation, tho we thus ſpeak, For 
| ſome cf ye will hear, and will not be diſobedient, nor 
od | yet gain- ſlaying. And we deſire that everyone of you do ſhew 
ny | the is dilizence. to the full aſſurance of Hope nntothe end; 
c<{ Seeing that our {clvesare determined by his Grace, the lon- 
he| geſt day we have to live here on the Earth, to give ;our 
th] ſelves continually to Prayer and to the Miniſtry of the Word. 
n-| See ye to It alſo, that ye give your ſelues- continually to 
{ _— likewiſe, -and to atrend upon this Miniſtry. of the 
ord. + EDD 
As Agrippa and Bernice did c:me with great Ponip to the 
place of hearing, (o do ye lols no opportunity .to come 
with great Reverence, Attention, and a Spirit of: Diſ- ' 
4+ cerning, unto the place of hearing, wherever it is' faith- 
fully and skiilfully Preached forth and: handled. They 
came with great Pomp. But do not Refuſe to come to any 
place for the ſezming outward meanneſs and contemptible- 
neſs thereof; for as it 15 the ſame Sun which ſhines upen.a 
Dunghill as upon a Beautiful Palace ; as Chritt,' accord- 
ing to the fleſh, was laid in the Manger cf a Stable, 1 
the word of God, and the words of Eternal Lite may be, 
} and are often more purely and fimply declared in orchnary 
Rooms, than in finer Buildings. Let it meet with Recep» 
tion in your hearts. Remember the word which I'have an- 
culicated over and over unto ye, which doing, altho-ſome 
3} may think ſaperfluous, yet to ye 1t is lafe. - For the Rn 
1 {ake, 
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lake; and for your ow Sou!s fake, if ye would indeed 
make a continuing and perfevering work of it, keep till 
and-conftantly unto the Ordinances of Religion. But + 
boveall, and eſpecially, give your ſelves continually unto 
Prayer, and ro attend upon the Mmiſtry of the word, that 
ye lote no opportunity for hearing the fame. He that hath my 
word, let him [peak my word faithfully, Jer. 23. 28. And in 


whatever place it is faithfully ſpoken, and faichtully prea- | 
ched, even wo his Habitation ſhalt thow [ech,, and thithtr | 


ſhalt thon come, Det. 12.5, 
FINTS. 
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Another Ad monitioa to the People commonly tall 
QUAKERS. 


Tre are ſome in theſe days, who think and {ay, thar 


all Sermons and Exhortations to abſtain from lin, 
Whither ſecret or onen, 15 but a low degree of the Mint 
firation of the Goſpel ; and they oe apt to Boat that 
they do Preis further and arrive at higiter attainments. I 
with they Cid all fp:ak Truth herein, for there are fundry 


other fins beſides Drunkennets, Aduitery, and the /Mam-| 


feff Works of the Fleſh; and it were well if themſelves 
Were purihed trom at] chem alſo, eſpecially from hatred, 
variance, ewnlations, ſtrife, kereftes, emvyings 3 and als 


from all the Perverfities and Eviis of the Spirit. This I} 


confeſs as well as they, that ro go on to fin and to confeh, 
confeſs and fin, and fo ro return again to Folly, (7 wil 
henry what God the Lord will ſay, for ke will ſpeak Peace ak 
to his People and to his Saints, out let them not turn agait 
?s Folly, Pſal. 85. 8.) This will never do as to the ſaving 
'of the Soul, and thar it may be received up into Glory 
But this is the manner of ſuch Wordly outward Worſhip: 
pers, who ate Fooliſh, Difobedient and Decerved, fervit 
Divers Laſts and Pleaſures, Titus 3. 3. And ſo whereatlf 
Preachers or Miniſters do lead, or allow People in fin, e 
ik the 


. cleanſe us from all wuarighteonſne 


29 | 


they do not ſhew the way how they thay be led out. of | 
fin, rhere they do »0t wes the People at all. For thatis' 
the ſaving and cft:Qual Miniſtry, which a&ually turns 


People from Darkneſs wnto Light, from the Power , of $4- 


tir unto God, Nevertheleſs where this is done, it 1s-necel[- 


firy to make mention of Sin, Evil, Iniquity.and Tranf- 


'orefſion, to warn and: arm the Minds of cople againſt the 
fame allo, Accordingly foes and the Prophets, C rhe 


ts. UW 
ind his Apoſtles, and all the Holy Men of God who were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Words. and, Writings 
are upon record in the Book of the Lord, did ſpeak of 
and teſtify again{t ſin, But ſome in theſe days,who think; of 
themſelves more highly then they oaght to think, Rom. 12. $. 
Be not wiſe in your own Conceits, ver. 16. Do imagine that 
themiclves are more Pure and Spiritual minded, and have 
attained further then to make mention of Sin and Tran{- 
grefion within their Lips. And tho' David, Eara, Nehe- 
mich, Tob, Daniel, and Iſwiah, in thoſe Prayers-of their 
own, which are left upon recordin the lively Qrg Bape 
had as much, yea,. more of the Spirit of the Lord then 


Jes an 
\ any in theſe days, do all make Confeſſion .of, and 45% 
| Pardon for their Sin and of the other Seryants of Godw-Tt 


is both a Pattern, and alſo a ftanding poſitive and expreſs 
Commandment, which our Lord Jelus Chrift, even. under 
the Goſpel diſpenſation hath given unto all us Ditcples: 
and Followers ; When 3e pray, ſay, and jorgiue us our 


fas, Luk. 17. 2, 4. And it is again affirmed in the: {ame 


Goſpel, [* we ſay, that we have no fin, we deceive nr 


| ſelves, and the Treth is not in us. But if we confeſs our 


fins, he is faithſul and juſt to forgive us our . fins and to 

f 1 John 1.8, 9; ButE 
have went ſeveral times to the Congregations of thoſe 
aforenamed, and beheld their Devotions, AQs 17. 23. And 
obſerved them, and Inever therein heard the leaſt. Confel- 
ficn of fin to Almighty God, nor yetasking any-forgive- 
neſs of him for the fame. Whereupon, I can aſliredly ga- 
ther and conclude, Thar they ao Ns thomſelves andthe 
Truth is not in them, as to that matter. Ard: by my Pub- 
liſhing theſe things to the People of this my_Generation 
#nd Countrey, I weuld hereby warn and defire: them to 
take heed, leaRt what Gcd ſaid to the two-Friends of. Jes 
Ws CONC 


| (30) FT. 
come upon then alſo, Fiz. Leaſt he deal with them afth 

their Folly, Job 42. 8. In that whereas he had command. 
ed and dire&ed all that worſhip him, to confeſs and be 
ſorry for, and forſake their fin ( He that confeſſeth and fab. 
ſaketh ſhall find =) and alſo to offer up for themſely 
a Prayer unto God for forgiveneſs of the ſame. Bur thy] 
did not, nor would not ( whither it was out of Spiritugl} :* 
Pride or the Errour of their own heart, God knows) and | 
fo their fin is not forgiven, nor blotted out, and then the] 
Lord doth not: accept them. And if ſo, then the Reli- 
- gion of that People is vain, and it ſighifieth and availeth| 
_ - find acceptance, or receive any thing from thi 
ord. ke 

* Indeed, herein they have /pokep the thing that is right ; 
It availeth not to Worſhip Gcd, and at the ſame time to 
continue in Sin and Tranſgretiion 3 or to confeſs Sin, anif 
not forſake it. For this will no more bring to Heave, 
than 'only to. ſet ones Foot only cn the Threſhold, am 
no further, is Atual Entring into the Houſe. In n 
wiſe: But they, and they only are Bleſled that do þ 
Commandments, that they may have on anto the Tree:d 
Life, and may enter in through the Gates, into the City 
Rev. 22. 14. Such do nor always ſtand at, or in the 
Gates. g Which Doing of his Commandments, \peaks audi|. 
requires on this wiſe, Pxt away the Ezil of your Doingh 
from before mine Eyes ; Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well: 


Taiah 1.16, 17. © 


